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Session at a Glance

Millions of people around the
world lack access to clean water.
What issues are related to the need
for cleanwater?How doesChristian
faith guide the decisions we make
regarding water?

FaITHLINK is availableby subscriptionvia
e-mail (subservices@abingdonpress.com)
or by downloading it from the Web

Clean Water tor All

by Rebekah Jordan Gienapp and Bi&gaard

Welcome to the new FAITHLINK—same high-quality content and
designed to be printed in color or in black and white. Subscribers will
receive an e-mail soon asking for your feedback. Please look for the
e-mail, and help us make FAITHLINK a better publication.

Water of Life, Water of Death

TheBibleisfilled with stories and images of water, many of which
speak to its importance for survival. After the Hebrews were freed
from slavery in Egypt, they accused M oses of threatening their lives by
bringing them into the waterless desert. When Moses cried out to God,
Goddirectedhim to strike a rock; andrefreshingwaterflowed from
it for the people (Exodus 17:1-7). In the New Testament, Jesustold his
followersthat even those who engage in the simple act of giving acup
of cold water to a child will receive their rewaiddtthew 10:42).

Today, water is still important for our survival. According to the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), over 884 million people
in the world do not have access to clean drinking water. Closely related
to the lack of drinkable water is unsuitable sanitation, which spreads
disease. In fact, 2.5 billion of the world’s people do not have adequate
sanitation. Together, these two facts explain why 3.6 million people
die each year—most of them children—from water-related diseases
such as diarrhea. These diseases kill more children each year than
AIDS and malaria combined.

The lack of safe drinking water affects women and girls in partic-
ular. In developing countries, carrying water is generally a woman’s
task. On average, girls and women walk six kilometers a day, carry-
ing 20 liters of water. This reduces the time that girls have for school
and that women have for other work. Because girls and women tend
to have a greater need for privacy in their personal hygiene, some girls
stop attending school, especially after they begin their menstrual cycle,
due to the lack of proper, gender-specific sanitation facilities.

The Millennium Development Goals

In 2000, 189 nations met at the United Nations headquarters in
New York City for the Millennium Summit, where they adopted what
are known as the Millennium Development Goals. The eight goals
that were outlined relate to the world’s development needs and are to
be achieved by 2015. One of the goals includes cutting in half the per-
centage of people who do not have access to safe drinking water and
basic sanitation.

A 2006 report card on water and sanitation by UNICEF found that
the world was generally on track to meeting its goal for access to
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Core Bible
Passages

Second Kings 2:19-22 describes
how the prophet Elisha cleansed the
watersof Jericho.Thepeopletold him
that while the location of their city was
good, the water was bad, causing the
land not to bear fruit. Throwing salt
into aspringof water Elishadelivered
God's messag¢hat“from nowon ner
ther deathnor miscarriageshall come
from it.” The water remained clean
according to Elisha’ promise.

Like most women in developing
countriestoday the Samaritarwoman
likely had to travel long distances to
gather water from awell (John 4:4-15).
At first she was skeptical of Jesus
promiseof living water assuminghat
he meant water from the well. Jesus
promised that the water he offered
would forever quench her thirst. The
womans eagernesto havethis water
sothatshewould “never be thirsty or
have to keep coming here to draw
water” pointed to the centrality and
importance of water in her life.

Revelation 22:1-5 describes a
beautifulimageof the New Jerusalem
that is coming in which “the river of
thewaterof life” will flow from God’s
throne. Fruitful trees with leaves that
will heal the nations will line either
sideof theriver. In this placeof peace
and abundance, all people will be
guided by the light of the Lamb of
God.
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drinking water (though some regions were falling behind), but
adequate progress was not being made toward access to sanitation.

While the objective of cutting this massive problem in half may seem
ambitious UNICEF pointsoutthatmeetingthegoalwould only costan
additional$11.3billion peryear Accordingto theWorld HealthOrgan
ization, each dollar invested in reaching the goal will yield returns to
nations of $3$34, depending on the area of the world.

WASH for Lent

Dozens of Christian service organizations, including the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UM COR), are encouraging their mem-
bers to learn about and act on issues of clean water and sanitation
through the WA SH for Lent initiative. WASH stands for water, sanitation,
andhygiene.Thosetaking partin the programareencouragedo sacrt
fice so that they have more to give to an organization ensuring clean
water and adequate sanitation for the warfgborest people.

A reflectionavailableaspartof the programremindsChristianghat
thefastingthatwe arecalledto engagan during Lent shouldbe a fast
from injustice.Thewriter asksparticipantdo “rememberour complic
ity inthe crisis’ through overusing water and to approach learning about
theissues'with a brokenandcontriteheart,opento the Spirit of God,
through whom we can respond to the needs of people around the world.”

Water Privatization

The 2008 film FLOW: For Love of Water examines issues around
theworld’s decreasingupplyof freshwater Oneof theseissuess the
increasing drive to turn control of water supplies away from govern-
mentsandto privatecorporationsAccordingto FLOW, wateris now a
$400 hillion industry worldwide, the third largest after electricity and oil.

Corporationsinvolved in water privatization argue that they are pro-
viding servicessuchasmassiveupgradeof waterinfrastructurethat
municipal governments cannot afford. The fact that these companies
must make a profit can also mean that their charge for water services
puts them far above the reach of poor people.

FLOW follows protestsin CochabambaBolivia, aftera loanfrom
the InternationalMonetaryFundrequiredthe city to privatizeits water
supplyin 1998.Becauseof rate hikesby the private companyandthe
removalof governmensubsidiedor drinking water Cochabambaesk
dentssawtheir waterbills increaseby 200-300 percent.This occurred
despite the company’s promise that rates would only increase by 35 per-
cent in order to cover infrastructure upgrades.

Residentgespondedvith proteststhat shutthe city down for four
days and spread into months of actions, which turned deadly for some of
the protestorsEventuallythe companywithdrewits contractbutit has
suedBolivia for damagesResidentsook overthewatersupply saying
thataccesso wateris ahumanright. However becausénvestmentsre
not available to improve the water supply, services have not been
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Ministries
of Clean Water

Missiongroupsarepartneringwith
people in developing countries for
cleaner water. The Missouri Confer-
ernce of The United Methodist Church
works with Lifewater International in
Mozambiqueto drill wells. United Meth-
odist Bishop Joao Somane Machado
has described how much the wells mean
to thecommunitieshere At onededt
cationceremonyfor a well, an elderly
woman touched the water and declared,
“Thisislife. Thisisliving water. | want
to be partof a churchthatoffersliving
water”

One of thefirst tasksthat the United
Methodis Committeeon Relief (UMCOR)
took on in Haiti after the earthquake
was water purification. UMCOR deliv-
ered six million packets of PUR, a
waterpurifying powder eachof which
cleans 2.5 gallons of water of “germs
andworms” thatcanbe deadly When
the packets are used, the water can
be strained through a cloth; and the
dangerous bacteria are left behind as
sediment.

Servants in Faith and Technology
(SIFAT) is aso working in Haiti to
purify water on a larger scale. The
organizations bringingwaterpurifiers
that run on car batteries and can be
rechagedusingsolarpanelsThepuri-
fierscancleanseavaterfor upto 10,000
peoplea dayusingonly electricityand
table salt. SIFAT will be training
Haitians on how to use and maintain
the purifiers,which will lastfor severa
years.
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expanded. This situation prompted the PBS series Frontline to ask, “Did
anyone really win the water war?”

Shortage at Home

While crisesoverthe availability of cleanwateraremostseriousin
the developingworld, droughtandwatercontaminatiorarealsoissues
of concern in the United States. The Christian Science Monitor points out
that between 1990 and 2009, the number of states reporting “water-stress
conditions” has grown from 30 to 45 states.

Watershortagesreespeciallyacutein dry areasvherepopulations
aregrowingrapidly, suchasTucsonArizona.Tucsonreceivedessthan
12 inches of rain per year yet adds thousands of residentsto itscity every
month.A look at Tucsons waterpoliciesdemonstratesow government
actions can have asignificant effect on individuals' use of water. Tucson
officials have spent the past several decades using conservation pro-
grams, aswell ashigher water rates, to encourage lesswater use. Since the
mid-1970's, per person consumption has fallen twenty percent, while con-
sumptionin Phoenix,which alsoreceivedittle rain, hasonly dropped
slightly.

Tucson residents are increasingly using desert landscaping instead of
grassin order to reduce water use. The city also hasa*“ Beat the Peak” pro-
gram to encourage conservation during periods when water use is highest.

Clean Water in the United States

A New York Times analysis of federal dataon water safety found that
morethan20 percenf the nation’s watertreatmensystemshavebro-
kenfederalwatersafetylawsin thelastfive years Eventhoughregula
torsknewof theseviolations,only six percenif thewatersystemshat
violated the law received a fine or some other type of punishment.

Some people fearful of the safety of their local water supply have
turned to bottled water. However, according to the Natural Resources
Defense Council (NRDC), more than one quarter of bottled water comes
from municipal water sources. A 1999 NRDC study found that of more
than 103brandsof bottledwater atleastonethird hadbacterieor chem
ical contaminantsincludingcarcinogensthatexceededtatestandards.

Althoughthe Foodand Drug Administrationis chagedwith regu
lating bottledwater it is not requiredto testthe safetyof bottledwater
thatis packagedindsoldin thesamestate TheNRDC chagesthatthis
leaves the majority of bottled water untested.

Christian Stewardship of Water

Wateris preciousbecauset sustaindife. For Christiansthe sacra
ment of baptism al so makes water asymbol of grace and salvation. Jesus
usedwaterto describehimselfandthe gifts he offers us whenhetold
the Samaritarwomanat the well he would give her“living water” that
would become “aspring of water gushing up to eternd life” (John 4:10-14).
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United Methodist
Perspectives
on Water

Resolution 1029, “Protection of
Water,” was passed by the United
MethodistGeneralConferencen 2004
andupdatedn 2008.Referencingsa-
iah 55:1, the resolution reminds us that
God offerswaterasa free gift without
price. Becausewateris partof “God’s
radicalexpressiorof God’s love to all
humanity,” it cannot be privatized or
hoardedTheresolutionalsohighlights
thedisparitybetweenwaterusein dif-
ferent countries, noting that one toilet
flush uses as much water asthe average
person in a poor nation uses for an
entire day to clean, cook, eat, and drink.

The resolution calls on United
Methodists to educate persons that
water isabasic human right, to develop
ways to protect our water supply, to
support the Millenium Development
Goal to cut in half the number of people
who do not have access to safe drink-
ing water, to encourage companies to
provide money and services to clean
the waters they have polluted, and to
urge al countries to be responsible in
their use of water

Resolution 1023, “Environmental
Justicefor aSustainable Future,” empha:
szes thatwateris a basichumanright
that should not be sold for profit. The
resolution encourages the church to
“support integrated, sustainable man-
agement” in an effort to eliminate the
factorsthatlimit thequantityandqual
ity of water
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Clean water sustainslife, but contaminated water leads to millions of
desthsevery year. Thesereslities cause us as people of faith to ask ourselves
hard questions: How can we who have plentiful access to water be
responsiblestewardof God’s gift sothatfuture generationslsohave
ernough to live? What actions canwe take asindividuals aschurches
andasnationsto bringlife-giving wateranddecentanitatiorto thebil -
lions of people who live without them every day?

Perhapshe mostimportantquestiorfor Christiango askourselves,
however, is one posed by the WASH for Lent initiative: “How does
Christs life, death,andresurrectiorrequireusto respondo thosewho
drink the cup of sdéring every day?”

Water Conservation

The following list contains ways to conserve water:

I' Check for and repair leaks right away. A small drip caused by a
worn faucet washer can waste 20 gallons of water a day

I Turnthetap off while you brushyour teeth,andfill the sink with
water when you shave.

I' Checkyourtoilet for leaksby placingafew dropsof food coloring
in thetank.If the color showsup in the bowl duringthe nexthalf
hour, you have a leak.

I Spraytapsandfaucetaeratorcanbeaddedo your sinksto reduce

the volume of water flowing from the tap.

Use a low-flow shower head.

Wash only full loads of clothes in the washing machine.

Insulate hot-water pipes so it takes less time for water to heat

Use a rain barrel to collect water to irrigate your garden.

Water your lawn early in the morning or at night so lesswater evap-

orates. For flower beds, use a soaker hose that drips out small

amounts of water

I' If you arebuilding a home,look for WaterSense-certifieghlumb-
ing fixtures. Water Sensds a programof the EnvironmentaPro
tectionAgency similar to its Enagy Star program for appliances.

Rebekah Jordan Gienapp is an ordained deacon in the Memphis
Confeence and the executive eitor of Vérkers Interfaith Network.
Erik Alsgaard is a clegy member of the Detit Confeence.
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Clean Water
for All

How does Christian
faith guide the
decisions we make
regarding water?

CREATE Your
Teaching Plan

Keeping in mind your
group members and
your group time,

choose from among
the OPEN, EXPLORE,
and CLOSE activities
or from “Teaching
Alternatives” to plan
the session.
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OPEN the Session

Pray Together

Pray thefollowing prayer, or use your own: God, we praise you and the
river of life thatflows from your throne.You makebitter waterclean,
you wash usin the waters of baptism, and you call us never to turn away
from one who needs a cup of cold water to drink. Help us understand the
experienceof our brothersandsisterswho do not havethe waterthey
need, and cause us to listen for your call for justice and mfarn.

Celebrate God's Gift of Water

Explain that today’s FaITHLINK focuses on the need for clean water.
As we think about people who do not have clean water, our faith
remindsusthat God providesabundantcleansingwvatermeantfor all
people. Celebrate this by singing or reading aloud the verses of “All
Creatures of Our God and KingTife United Methodist Hymnad2).

EXPLORE the Topic

Explore the Consequences of Unclean Water

Read “Water of Life, Water of Death” and “The Millennium Devel-
opment Goals” (pages 1-2). On a markerboard or a large sheet of paper,
list the problems that result from a lack of clean water and sanitation.
Add other consequences you can think of, and discuss the following
questions: How do you react to the statistics about the number of peo-
ple who do not have clean drinking water or sanitation facilities that
prevent the spread of disease?

If water-related diseases kill more children than AIDS and malaria
combined, why do we not hear more about these diseases in the news?

How do you respond to the Millennium Development Goal of cut-
ting in half the number of people who do not have clean water and ade-
quate sanitation by 2015? What steps do you think should be taken to
achieve this goal?

Consider Water Privatization

Read “Water Privatization” (pages 2—3) and “United Methodist Per-
spectives on Water” (page 4). Discuss the following: Have you heard of
the debates over water supplies being privatized in a city in the United
States or in another country? What pros and cons were described about
privatization, and who made arguments for or against the effort?

How do you respond to the United Methodist General Conference’s
resolution asserting that because water is a free gift from God, it should
not be privatized?

Reflect on Biblical Stories of Water

Form three teams. Ask each team to reflect on one of the passages
listed in “Core Bible Passages” (page 2). For the team reading 2 Kings
2:19-22, discuss how the bad water in Jericho affected the people’s lives
and how this compares to those who go without clean water today. How
was Elisha’s action a sign of God’s hope to the people of Jericho?



FortheteamreadingJohn4:4-15,talk aboutwhatatypical day might
havebeenlike for the Samaritarwomanthat Jesugnetat the well. How
does Jesus promise of living water compare with her experience of water?

For the team reading Revelation 22:1-5, discuss how they imagine “the
river of the water of life’ and the landscape surrounding it. Why would God
use this image of a river to express the beauty and hope of the new
Jerusalem?

Discuss a Christian Response

Read “WASH for Lent” (page 2) and “ Christian Stewardship of Water”
(pages 3-4). How can participating in an initiative such asWASH for Lent
changeor deeperyourfaith asyou prepardor Easter3hatareChristian
responses to the issues of clean water and sanitation that will help urge

action from individuals, churches, and local or national governments?

Examine Water Issues in the United States

Read “Clean Water in the United States” (page 3). In terms of the effect
on your family, how do rankyour concernover the safetyof your water?
Do you drink bottledwater?If yes,is it becaus®f safetyconcernsor for
otherreasonsuchasconvenienceWhatdo you believeshouldbe done
to guarantee the safety of water in our communities?

Explore Your Water Use

Distributesheetof paperto eachparticipantandaskthemto list the
waystheyusewatereachday Ask themto try to estimatehow manygak
lonsthey use for each task. Remember to include water used to clean (your-
self and your home), to cook, for sanitation, and for lawn care.

After everyonehasfinished,tell participantghataccordingto the US
Departmenof the Interior, the averageAmericanuses80-100 gallonsof
watera day mostlyfor flushingthetoilet andbathing Ask: Doesthisfig-
ureseemhighto you?If so,whataresomewayswe canhelpreducethat
amount?

Close the Session

Make a Commitment for the Week Ahead

Invite participantdo choosea partnerandnameoneway theywill be
moreconsciouf their waterusethis weekandhow it is a gift of God’s
love.Invite everyondo bein prayerthroughoutheweekfor theintention
they have made, as well as their partertention.

Pray Together

Close with thefollowing prayer: O God, help us not to forget that your
living wateris meantfor all. Eachtime we drink a glassof wateror wash
our hands thisweek, remind us of your gracious gift that cleanses our thirst
and keeps us free from sickness. Each time we are touched by drops of
water, let aprayer rise up within usfor those who are thirsty and sick. Lead
usto walk the path of discipleship so that we might work for our neighbors
to share the blessings that we have each/dagn.
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Teaching

Alternatives

4 Arrange for a viewing at your
churchof thefilm FLOW: For Love
of Water (flowthefilm.com). After-
ward, share with your group the calls
to action suggested at thefilm’'sweb-
site {lowthefilm.com/takeaction).

I Use the reflections provided
by the WASH for Lent initiative
(washforlent.wordpress.com) to help
your groupor churchcomeup with
ways to sacrifice and to be in soli-
darity with people lacking clean
waterandsanitation Chooseamis-
sionorganizationrsuchasUMCOR,
Church World Service, SIFAT, or
others to donate money you have
saved through your Lenten sacrifice.

Next Week in
FAITHLINK

Essentials of
Christian Faith

A recent study reports that many
people mix elements of multiple
faiths. What are the essentials of
Christian faith and the unique
emphasis of The United Methodist
Church?In our diversereligiouscli-
mate, how do United Methodists
reclaim and practice the essentials
of our faith?
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