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Ijust saw the commercial for a new product. The opening of the TV

Thanksgiving Change

spot says, “They invade our homes! They spread over floors and

furniture! They creep into our drawers and fill containers! They're
the curse of...” Of what? Bedbugs? Germs? Viruses? Some life-threat-
ening thing for which we desperately need a new product? No. “They’re
the curse of COIN CLUTTER!” Yes. The big problem plaguing Ameri-
cans that this new product is designed to alleviate is that we have too
much loose change cluttering up our homes. The new product is a home
coin sorter and wrapper. The TV commercial shows amiddle aged man
in a shirt and tiewith a huge pile of change on his kitchen table and a
sad look on his face as he contemplates rolling all this money and tak-
ing it to the bank. Woe is him. Isthisreally aproblem in the U.S.? Well,
I admit | do have a number of jars of saved up coins around my house.
“Coin Clutter” the commercial called it. I’d never heard that phrase be-
fore. Y ou know, | saw thiscommercial right after | had been watching a
show on how bad the economy still isin the U.S. today.

What does it say about the blessedness of a nation, about the abun-
dance that God has poured out on a people when too much MONEY
lying around our housesis a problem? And this company is bringing
this product out during “ The Great Recession” when unemployment is
higher than usual and Americans are hurting. Y et the company putting
out this product is still betting that many of us have too much money
lying around our homes. So much so that we will be willing to spend
$19.95, plus shipping and handling of course, on a product to help us
get rid of this menace. Thanksgiving is coming and Americans have a
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lot to be thankful for, even if times aren’t what they used to be. If we : Offlce:_ .
. . ) . Deidre Bassignani
count our blessings we still come up with a very long list. God has
poured out an abundance of material wealth on us, not to mention the
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freedoms we enjoy, not the least of which is the freedom to worship Him without restraint. 1n aworld
where all we hear on TV is how bad things are, let’s count our blessings and see how long thellist is.
And with hearts of gratitude, let’s give thanks to God this Thanksgiving.

Do you have “Coin Clutter” around your house this November? Here’'s a thought: with a heart of
gratitude and thanksgiving to God, wrap it up and give it away to someone in need.

Pastor Dianne

Thanksgiving Sunday, November 20th

Thanksgiving Sunday
Sunday November 20th is Thanksgiving Sunday. Join us for Sunday Worship at 10am for this specia service.

Thanksgiving Ingathering
There will be an Ingathering of food for the Franklin Food Pantry on November 20th. Items should be placed on the altar
before the service begins.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Sunday Novemeber 20th at 7pm
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Snow Cancellation Policy
The office and the Pastor’ s office hours follow the Franklin Public School cancellation and delay schedule.

In the event of inclement weather, please check channel 4 WBZ and 5 WCVB for cancellation listings. Channel 7
WHDH will have cancellations listed on their website only.
Y ou can aso signup through these channels web sites to receive cancellation notices
automatically on your cell.” Cancellationswill NOT be listed on our website.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Equal Exchange Fair Trade Coffee baskets

Do you need gifts for your office staff or co-workers? The youth group has a suggestion for you.

Buy areadymade basket of coffee, tea and chocolate from the youth, or create your own. Y ou can

give agift and at the same time, help small farmers around the world through the purchase of Fair Trade products. We
also have olive oil available for sale this year- perhaps you could personalize it with abag of herbs for an attractive gift.
The youth will be selling Equal Exchange products each Sunday in Advent. Please stop by to see what we are selling
and consider afood gift for co-workers, family and friends.

Thisyear we will also be selling artisan gifts from a catalog. Come check out what is available from the Equal Exchange
Artisan catalog. It will be available in November. More information will follow.

Christmas Ornaments
Christmas is fast approaching. There are still a number of ornaments available for purchase of our church. They are agold
plated replica of the church. Cost is $20.00/each. If you are interested please see Deidre or the Trustees.

Mitten Tree

The past year's mitten trees have been a huge success, the Sunday school classis going to collect mittens again. We will
light our tree downstairs on Thanksgiving weekend. The children really enjoy putting mittens on the tree each week. Please
look for the mitten drop off box in the vestry. We will collect mittens through New Y ears and then they are donated to the
Franklin Food Pantry. Thanks you again for your support!

Santa Foundation Gift Cards

Santa Foundation Gift Card Collection: The Santa Foundation of Franklin wwjw.thesantafoundationinc.org has served
many familiesin the surrounding towns for the past 26 years. The list of familiesin need continues to grow each year and
they need our support. We can help put a smile on a child's face who may not have gotten a gift if it wasn't for this
foundation. The Outreach Committee would like to show our support and donate Gift Cards from local storesin the
amount of your choosing. Suggested amounts can be $5, $10, $15, $20 etc. Please stop by the Santa Foundation Table at
church to pick up your envelope for your Gift Card Donation. Collection of the Gift Cards will be Sunday, November 20,
27 and December 4. Any questions please feel free to contact Debbie Munro at 508-655-5380. The Outreach Committee

Thanks you for your help.

Lunch Bunch

Everybody iswelcome to enjoy good food and great company.
We will be going to The Rome on Wednesday December 21st. Please et Donna Dunwiddie know if you plan to attend,
508-528-3930 or gram07dld@comcast.net.

Poinsettia Sign Ups
Poinsettia sign-ups will be on Sunday December 4th, 11th and 18th. These flowers are used to
decorate our atar for Christmas Eve and thru the New year. Dedications can be made
in memory of, in honor of or in celebration of loved ones. The dedications will be printed in the
Christmas Eve bulletin. Any questions contact: Chris Smith at 508-346-3199/
Christine.oliversmith@gmail.com or Terri Reitinger at 508-520-1782/ treitinger @veriizon.net.
Please make checks payable to Chris Smith.
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Christmas Caroling & Potluck

The Nurture Committee and the Choir have put together an afternoon of Christ-
mas Caroling at 3pm Sunday, Dec 11th with a Potluck dinner to follow at 6pm.
Come for one or come for both.

Thereisasign up sheet at the church if you are interested in joining us or email
the Pastor @ pastordianne@verizon.net !

Choir & Pageant Rehearsals

Please make sure you get these dates on your calendar. We are having dress
rehearsal for the Christmas Cantata/Pageant on Sunday Dec. 11th right after
service (approximately 11:45am), and Thursday December 15th, at 7:30pm. |
would like to have everyone attend these rehearsals.

Plus, if you know of anyone who is interested in singing with us please invite
them to join us! If you have any questions please see Priscilla.

Sunday School

There will be no Nursery, PreSchool or Sunday School on Sunday December
25th or New Year’s Day morning. Thisisagreat opportunity to come and
enjoy the worship service asafamily!

Thank You

The Franklin Food Pantry and the Franklin Interfaith Council thanks the entire
congregation of the Franklin United Methodist Church for the very generous
donation towards the Thanksgiving food baskets. Over 250 baskets were given
to needy familiesin our community. This project was a true collaboration of
efforts from the various house of worship in our community, local schools and
local businesses. Y our generosity istruly appreciated!

If you missed us...

watch areplay of our Sunday service from home on
Comcast channel 8

Verizon channel 26

Saturday 8am

Sunday 4pm

For a complete listing of all church activities check the website calendar at

EVENTSATA GLANCE

Thursday December1
Downtown Holiday Stroll

Sunday December4
2nd Sunday of Advent
10am Hanging of the Greens

Wednesday December 7
7:30 pm Advent Service

Thursday December 8
7:30 pm Caroling Rehearsal

Sunday December11
Third Sunday of Advent
10am Worship Service
Pageant Rehearsal after service
3pm Caroling
6pm Potluck

Tuesday Decemebr 13th
7:30pm Book Club

Wednesday December 14th
7:30 pm Advent Service

Sunday December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advwent
10am A Christmas Carol Gallery
Adult Choir & Sunday School
Pageant
Ensure Collection

Wednesday December 21
12:30 Lunch Bunch @ Rome
7:30pm Blue Christmas Service

Christmas Eve
5 pm Family Service
11pm Candlelight Service

Christmas Day
10am Worship Service

New Year'sDay
10am Worship Serive

Happy New Year!
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